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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 and 3-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent 4,190,221 to Updike. 

With respect to claim 1 : Updike discloses a hanger for supporting a device, the 
hanger comprising a housing having a face positioned substantially vertically; and a 
nonlinear slot cut into the face, the slot having a first end and a second end, the first end 
being closed and the second end being opened (see figure below). 



With respect to claim 3: Updike's slot has a substantially constant width (see 
figure above. 

With respect to claim 4: Updike's slot makes at least one change of direction of 
greater than 45 degrees (see figure above). 
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With respect to claim 5: Updike discloses a hanger for supporting a device, the 
hanger comprising a face lying in a substantially vertical plane positioned substantially 
vertically, a substantially vertical slot cut into the face, the slot having a first end and a 
second end, the first end being closed and the second end opening into a receiving area, 
and at least one substantially vertical slot branch extending from the slot at an acute 
angle and having a closed end, the at least one slot branch having a substantially constant 
width that is substantially the same as the width of the slot (see figure above). 

With respect to claim 6: Updike discloses a device comprising a front face, the 
front face including a display (picture frame 16), a back face opposite the front face, the 
back face lying in a substantially vertical plane; and the top hanger formed on the back 
face, the top hanger including a nonlinear top slot having a substantially constant width 
and a first, closed end and a second, opened end, the top slot lying substantially in a 
vertical plane defined by the back face, the second end opening into a top receiving area 
that is least twice as wide as the top slot (see figure above). Furthermore, the recitation 
that an electronic device for mounting has not been given patenable weigh because it has 
been held that a preamble is denied the effect of a limitation where the claim is drawn to 
a structure and the portion of the claim following the preamble is a self-contained 
description of the structure not depending for completeness upon the introductory clause. 
See Kropa v Robie, 88 USPQ 478 (CCPA 1951). 


3. Claims 1-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent 4,856,253 to Jou. 
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With respect to claims 1-4 and 3 1-36: Jou discloses a hanger structure on a wall 
(vertical surface), wherein electrical wiring is concealed by the hanger structure, wherein 
the hanging structure comprises a housing having a face positioned substantially 
vertically; and a nonlinear slot (in the X-direction) cut into the face, the slot having a first 
end and a second end, the first end being closed and the second end being opened as 
stated in claim 1 ; slot branches diverging from the slot and terminating in closed ends as 
stated in claim 2; wherein the slot appears to have a substantially constant width as stated 
in claim 3; wherein the slot makes at least one change of direction of greater than 45 
degrees as stated in claim 4 (see from the figure below that the slot makes a U-shape 
around the stripes (111), therefore, it is changing direction from one end of the U to the 
other end ); wherein the hanger is engageable with a projection extending outwardly from 
a wall, and wherein the slot defines an entry path for the projection, an exit path for the 
projection, and at least one locking path for the projection, the locking path being 
different than the exit path as stated in claim 3 1 ; wherein the slot includes a third, closed 
end, and wherein the locking path extends between the first, closed end and the third, 
closed end as stated in claim 32; wherein the exit path extends between the first, closed 
end and the second, opened end, and wherein the entry path extends between the second, 
opened end and the first, closed end as stated in claim 33; wherein the exit path appears 
to include at least one change of direction along the nonlinear slot as stated in claim 34; 
wherein the change of direction appears to be at least about 45 degrees as stated in claim 
35; and wherein at least a portion of the locking path appears to define an acute angle 
with respect to at least a portion of the exit path as stated in claim 36. (See marked up 
figures below) 
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With respect to claim 5: Jou discloses a hanger for supporting a device, wherein 
the hanger comprising a face positioned substantially vertically; a slot cut into the face, 
the slot having a substantially constant width (see marked up figure below) and a first end 
and a second end, the first end being closed and the second end opening into a receiving 
area, the receiving area appears to be at least twice as wide as the slot (see marked up 
figure below), and at least one slot branch extending from the slot and having a closed 

« 

end, the at least one slot branch appearing to have a substantially constant width that 
appears to be substantially the same as the width of the slot as stated in claim 5 (see 
marked up figure below). 
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With respect to claims 6-13: Jou discloses a as marked in figures below, which 
includes wires (thus is electronic), wherein the device comprises a front face, the front 
face including a display (column 2, lines 2-3, which explain the design of the face), a 
back face opposite the front face; and a top hanger formed on the back face, the top 
hanger including a nonlinear top slot (in the X-direction) having a substantially constant 
width and a first, closed end and a second, opened end, the second end opening into a top 
receiving appears to be at least twice as wide as the top slot as stated in claim 6 (see 
figure below); furthermore, the device comprising a bottom hanger coupled to the back 
of the face and spaced apart from the top hanger as stated in claim 7 (see figure below), 
wherein the bottom hanger includes a nonlinear bottom slot having a substantially 
constant width substantially equal to the width of the top slot and a first, closed end and a 
second, opened end, the second end opening into a bottom receiving area that appears to 
be at least twice as wide as the bottom slot as stated in claim 8, wherein both the top slot 
and thebottom slot make at least one change of direction of greater than 45 degrees and 
the degree to which the top slot makes a change of direction that appears to be 
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substantially equal to the degree to which the bottom slot makes a change of direction as 
stated in claim 9 (see from the figure below that the slot and slot branch makes a U-shape 
around the stripes (111), therefore, it is changing direction from one end of the U to the 
other end; the device further comprising slot branches (as discussed above) extending 
from both the top slot and the bottom slot, each slot branch appearing to have a width 
substantially equal to the width of the top and bottom slots and terminating in a closed 
end as stated in claims 10 and 11; wherein the bottom slot and the slot branches 
extending from it are substantially a mirror image of the bottom slot and the slot branches 
extending from it as stated in claim 12; and wherein the top slot appears to open into the 
top receiving area in the same direction as the bottom slot opens into the bottom 
receiving area as stated in claim 13. (See figures below) 
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Fig, 6 

With respect to claims 14-18 and 37-42: Jou discloses a hanger (see figures 
below) for supporting a device, the hanger comprising a housing having a hanger face 
positioned substantially vertically, the hanger face being spaced-apart from a back face of 
the device by a sidewall; a chamber formed behind the hanger face and substantially 
surrounded by the sidewall; a nonlinear slot cut into the hanger face, the slot lying 
substantially in a vertical plane defined by the hanger face and opening at one end into a 
receiving area; and at least two flanges, one on each side of the receiving area and angled 
in toward the open end of the slot as stated in claims 14 and 18, respectively (see figure 
below); wherein the at least two flanges extend from the sidewall and are in planes that 
are substantially perpendicular to the hanger face as stated in claim 15; wherein the at 
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least two flanges angle in toward each other and at their closest point appear to be spaced 
apart a distance approximately equal to the width of the open end of the slot as stated in 
claim 16; wherein the at least two flanges extend from the hanger face and are in planes 
that are substantially perpendicular to the hanger face as stated in claim 17; wherein the 
hanger is engageable with a projection extending outwardly from a wall, and wherein the 
slot defines an entry path for the projection, an exit path for the projection, and at least 
one locking path for the projection, the locking path being different than the exit path as 
stated in claim 37; wherein the slot includes a first closed end and a second closed end, 
and wherein the locking path extends between the first closed end and the second closed 
end as stated in claim 38; wherein the exit path extends between the first closed end and 
the one end, and wherein the entry path extends between the one end and the first closed 
end as stated in claim 39; wherein the exit path includes at least one change of direction 
along the nonlinear slot as stated in claim 40; wherein the change of direction appears to 
be at least about 45 degrees as stated in claim 41 ; and wherein at least a portion of the 
locking path appears to define an acute angle with respect to at least a portion of the exit 
path as stated in claim 42. (See figures below) 


Application/Control Number: 10/068,239 Page 
Art Unit: 2841 



With respect to claims 19-30: Jou discloses a hanger (see figures below) for 
supporting a device/main element (1) on a projection (3) extending outwardly from a 
wall, the hanger comprising a housing (see figure below) having a hanger face; and a 
nonlinear slot extending into the hanger face and being engageable with the projection (3) 
to secure the device to the wall, the slot defining an entry path for the projection (3), an 
exit path for the projection (3), and at least one locking path for the projection (3) (the 
portion of the slot into which projection (3) and screw (4) lock into, is the locking path), 
the locking path being different than the exit path as stated in claim 19; wherein, when 
the projection is located in the locking path, the device is lockingly secured to the wall as 
stated in claim 20; wherein the hanger face defines a substantially vertical plane, and 
wherein the slot lies in the substantially vertical plane as stated in claim 21; wherein the 
projection includes a head portion, and wherein, when the projection is located in the 
nonlinear slot, the head portion engages a back surface of the hanger face, preventing 
movement of the device away from the wall in a direction substantially perpendicular to 
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the substantially vertical plane as stated in claim 22; wherein the slot appears to have a 
substantially constant width as stated in claim 23; wherein the slot includes a first end 
and a second end, the first end being closed and the second end opening into a receiving 
area, and wherein the receiving area appears to be at least twice as wide as the slot as 

■ 

stated in claim 24; wherein the slot makes at least one change of direction of greater than 
45 degrees between the first end and the second end as stated in claim 25 (as stated 
above); wherein the slot includes an opened end, a first closed end, and a second closed 
end, and wherein the locking path extends between the first closed end and the second 
closed end as stated in claim 26; wherein the exit path extends between the first closed 
end and the opened end, and wherein the entry path extends between the opened end and 
the first closed end as stated in claim 27; wherein the exit path includes at least one 
change of direction along the nonlinear slot as stated in claim 28; wherein the change of 
direction is at least about 45 degrees as stated in claim 29; and wherein at least a portion 
of the locking path defines an acute angle with respect to at least a portion of the exit path 
as stated in claim 30. (See figures below) 
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Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-42 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Furthermore, regarding Jou not teaching 
or suggesting a nonlinear slot cut into the face, in fact, the slot taken in the X-direction 
would produce a nonlinear slot. 


Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The prior art cited in the PTO-892 disclose related devices. US 
Pub. 2005/0082453 to Chuang, US Patent 4,557,457 to Cockfield et al., US Patent Des. 
346,952 to Keller and US Paent 4,074,888 to Garner disclose a mounting assemblies. 


6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Jeanne-Marguerite Goodwin whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-2104. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 
(9am-6pm), alternate Fridays off. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. Any inquiry of a general nature 
or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to th£ 
receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-2861. 


JMG \MV$&&MQ 
Oct. 13, 2005 SUPE^SORY PATENT EXAMINER 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 



